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History of Job Training and Related Legislation 
 

1917 Smith-Hughes Act for Vocational Education 
 

1933 Federal Emergency Relief Act/Wagner Peyser 
 

1934 Social Security Act ï Unemployment Insurance 
 

1954 Targeted Jobs Tax Credit (TJTC) 
 

1962 Manpower Development and Training Act (MDTA) 
 

1965 Older American Act ï Title V 
 

1973 Comprehensive Employment and Training Act (CETA) 
 

1977 Food Stamp Act 
 

1982 Job Training Partnership Act (JTPA) 
 

1983 Carl D. Perkins Vocational Education Act 
 

1988 Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification Act  
(WARN) 
 

1988 Economic Dislocation and Worker Adjustment 
Assistance Act (EDWAA ï replaced Title III of JTPA) 
 

1998  Workforce Investment Act (WIA) 



In August of 1998, Congress passed the Workforce 

Investment Act.  This act replaced the Job Training 

Partnership Act.

The purpose of the Workforce Investment Act, is to "provide 

workforce investment activities, through statewide and local 

workforce investment systems, that increase the 

employment, retention, and earnings of participants, and 

increase occupational skill attainment by participants, and, as 

a result, improve the quality of the workforce, reduce welfare 

dependency, and enhance the productivity and 

competitiveness of the Nation."  


